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may safely be considered as the very beginning of all
religion. Whenever I find so flagrant an instance of
agreement, the same ideas expressed in almost the
same words, I confess I feel suspicious, and I always
think it right to go back to the first sources, in order
to see under what circumstances, and for what special
purpose, a theory which commands such ready and
general assent has first been started.

Be Brosses, the inventor of Fetishism.

The woxd. fetishism was never used before the year
1760. In that year appeared an anonymous book
called cDu Culte des Dieux Fetiches, ou, Parall&le de
1'ancienne Religion de 1'Egypte avec la Eeligion ac-
tuelle de Nigritie.' It is known that this little book
was written by De Brosses, the well-known President
de Brosses, the correspondent of Voltaire, one of the
most remarkable men of the Voltairian period (born
in 1709, died 1777). It was at the instigation of his
friend, the great Buffon, that De Brosses seems to have
devoted himself to the study of savage tribes, or to the
study of man in historic and prehistoric times. He did
so by collecting the best descriptions which he could
find in the books of old and recent travellers, sailors,
missionaries, traders, and explorers of distant countries,
and he published in 1756 his cHistoire des navigations
aux terres Australes,' two large volumes in quarto.
Though this book is now antiquated, it contains two
names which, I believe, occur here for the first time,
which were, it seems, coined by De Brosses himself,
and which will probably survive when all his other